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Dear Member & Friend,  
Only a few more days to go and 2011 make room for another year. PUMBAA’s 
Christmas bags are full of experiences gathered in 2011. With this last issue of our 
newsletter we add a few more memories and souvenirs. 
For members, friends, and partners of  SPICE Group celebrating Christmas we wish 
peaceful, enjoyable and relaxing Holidays with family or friends  

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2012 
To those who celebrated Aïd EL Adha (sorry, “as usual” we have a little in this re-
spect) we wish you could enjoy the holidays and gain new energy for meeting the 
challenges to come and all projects you are working on or plan to start. 
 

For the coming year 2012 we wish all readers peace and health, happiness and suc-
cess, and that your visions, dreams, and wishes become reality.  
  InfoDev certified 30 trainers for Business Incubation Management 
infoDev is rolling out training sessions to train experi-
enced incubator managers to deliver infoDev business 
incubation training on behalf of infoDev regional net-
works. Each participant goes through a rigorous evalua-
tion process before being certified. 
Organized by PSG-STEP College of Technology in 
Coimbatore, India, the Train-the-Trainer workshop 
brought together more than 30 passionate business incu-

bator managers from across the Asia Pacific Incubation 
Network. This workshop focused not only on the content 
of infoDev's 12-module training program, but also on 
skills to deliver participant-centered training (PCT). This 
model is based on the principle that learning is change 
that takes place inside the participant and it is best facili-
tating this change by providing learning events with 
strong involvement of participants.   …continued on page 2 

  Third Saudi International Technology Incubation Conference 2011  
The 3rd Saudi International Technology Conference held 
in October 2011 in Riyadh provided a forum to ex-
change information and views between international and 
local experts and the conference participants. The con-
ference was opened by Abdulaziz Al Swelem, Vice 
President, King Abdulaziz City for Science and Tech-
nology (KACST ) who welcomed international speakers 

local panel members and conference participants. 
Fayez Alhargen, KACST Director of Innovation and 
Commercialization Sector, set the scene by presenting a 
paper “Our Journey Towards a Knowledge-Based Econ-
omy” that provided an overview of the imperatives of a 
knowledge-based economy, the role that is played by the 
National Science                              …  continued on page 3 

  10 Years Successful Business Incubation in New Zealand 
In November 2011 New Zealand celebrated 10 years of 
successful business incubation in the country. There 
have been business incubation activities in New Zealand 
before that time, but those approaches have not been 
successful. The program, however, that now could cele-
brate ten years of work can be listed under the most 
successful business incubation and innovation oriented 
entrepreneurship promotion programs world-wide.  
A significant difference – and certainly a success factor 

 “New Zealand 
Trade & Enterprise” 
responsible for the 
business incubation 
program of the coun-
try, has developed 
this evaluation pro-
gram integrating 
experiences made in 

– is a continuous and transparent evaluation program for 
the business incubators. The government organization 

other countries and is continuously exchanging infor-
mation and experiences                   ..,. continued on page 11 
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Continued from page 1      This was the first time the PCT 
model was formally built into infoDev's train-the-trainer 
program and feedback from participants was overwhelm-
ingly positive. In fact, on a scale of 1-10, participants 

gave an overall average rating of 9.22 points for the 

workshop. The mastery of content by trainers received 
9.41 points; learning [PCT] skills applicable to training 
content received 9.52 points; and increasing incubation 
knowledge and skillset received 8.97 points.  
As a result of the workshop, infoDev certified 34 new 

trainers from 10 countries: India, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam as 
well as Brazil and Costa Rica. 11 of these new trainers 
are women, based in India, Mongolia, Nepal, Philippines, 
Thailand and Vietnam.  
infoDev is proud to present its newly certified trainers on 
the Certified Trainers' Community of Practice on website 
http://www.idisc.net/WorkGroups/Home.aspx?wid=5   
infoDev will continue to organize train-the-
trainers workshops in other regions of its net-
work. The next one is scheduled for February 
2012 in Istanbul (see article on page 11). For 
more information, please visit infoDev’s website 
at http://www.idisc.net/en/Article.39223.html   
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…during all the work 
even time for an excur-
sion to the Botanical 
Garden of Ooty… 

  
   

There are more photos available – hundreds of them. If you are interested in seeing a few more photos , please visit 
http://www.spice-group.de/events/photo_chronicle/    

  Third Saudi International Technology Incubation Conference 2011  
Continued from page 1         and Technology Policy, and ob-
jectives of KACST. The presentation showed the Know-
ledge-Economy and Competitiveness Rankings highlight-
ing Saudi Arabia’s improved position (67 on the index). 
Considerable socio-economic challenges for Saudi Arabia 
and role that KACST were pointed out; also discussing 
the role of KACST in addressing such challenges. The 
success of some of its programs in supporting innovation, 
entrepreneurship and incubation (see report in MENAinc 
section, page 11), Dr Turki’s paper concluded “The Way 
Forward is An Exciting and Challenging Time for Tech-
nology Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Incubation”  
Mr Esko Aho, Nokia’s Executive Vice President and ex 
Prime Minister of Finland, provided insights from Fin-
land about creating an innovative nation.  As with other 
speakers he saw the importance of creating an innovation 
eco-system that laid the foundation for innovation and 
was based on the development of a specific community 
needs and competitive advantage. 
He saw that every country had available technologies that 
could be adapted and used as the innovation foundation 
for introducing considerable change in the society. A key 
to success in creating an innovative nation was how to 
these technologies and importantly when was the best use 

time to make the change. Having the right national talent 
was crucial and this meant developing education both 
structurally and culturally to meet the needs of the estab-
lishing innovation as part of a nation’s way of life.  
In the discussion and questions that followed from the 
local panel and conference participants, the major chal-
lenges for Saudi Arabia were discussed which included 
the need to diversify, develop and innovative and entre-
preneurial education system and not imitate another coun-
tries eco-system but adapt the basic elements to meet the 
needs of the country and its competitive advantage. 
Day 2 of the conference saw a change from the innovation 
focus to entrepreneurship and incubation with first speak-
er Saeed Amidi, the Founder and CEO of Plug and Play, 
California, USA. Saeed’s  message was “allow people to 
think big and dream, focus on building a Saudi entrepre-
neurial culture, build value in your business, and willing-
ness of experienced entrepreneurs to give back and help 
new start entrepreneurs through mentoring.”   
Dinah Adkins, President Emeritus of National  Business 
Incubator Association, USA and Julian Webb, Managing 
Director of Creeda Projects, Australia and the Asia Pacific 
Consultant to the World Bank’s infoDev incubation pro-
gram who presented  an overview …continued on next page 
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 …continued from previous  page            of international incuba-
tor best practices. He provided an understanding of how 
physical business incubator facilities accommodate a 
business incubation process designed to nurture business-
es from idea generation to start-up companies through a 
comprehensive business support program that ooperates 
within a wider business incubation environment: “Core to 
successful incubators is having the right manager and 
team, organizational arrangements that allowed the incu-
bator to be entrepreneurial, a management board that 
understands its strategic role, understanding the specific 
market for the incubator and adapting to client needs with 
adequate resources.” 
Dinah Adkins presented a research project that has re-
cently been conducted in the USA testing whether there is 
a causal relationship between business incubation practic-
es and client firm success.  The findings were that busi-
ness incubation in the USA positively influences entre-
preneurial success. Ms Adkins explained “The character-
istics of these successful incubators are that they are well-
developed and well-operated business incubation, their 
programs substantially impact their communities, they 
apply best practices in operations producing positive 
outcomes.” The Report recommended that policy makers, 
“Should be required to implement industry best practices 
in incubation programs and stakeholders should ensure 
adequate finances; funding agencies should require incu-
bators 

to collect outcomes and submit annual reports; external, 
independent evaluators should conduct periodic assess-
ment; and a national database of validated incubators 
should be created.” 
Greg Horrowitt, Founder and Director of the Global Con-
nect Program of the University of California presented on 
the development of building entrepreneurial talent. Greg 
provided an analogy of the difference in eco-systems 
using the idea of Plantation eco-systems and Rain Forest 
eco-systems. The Rain Forest type will encourage diversi-
ty which is necessary to develop an entrepreneurial eco-
system and to develop entrepreneurial culture. 
Day 3 of the conference included modules of the infoDev 
Incubator Management Training Program delivered by 
Master Trainer Julian Webb, with the evening set aside 
for BADIR incubates to present their success stories. The 
conference week concluded with 3 days and 54 hours of 
the KSA Start-up Weekend, which was aimed at ICT 
start-ups gaining advice and support from leading regional 
ICT entrepreneurs, whilst they developed their ideas and 
plans. Out of 600 applicants, 120 were part of the program 
with 30 presenting their ideas. 10 of these ideas were 
worked on over the weekend with the top three as judged 
by an independent panel gaining access to BADIR’s ICT 
incubation program. 
Contact: Abdulaziz Alhargan, aahargan@kacst.edu.sa , 
John Mercer, email: jmercer@badir.com.sa 

  ADT Heidelberg Conference  

 

Hosted by the Technology Park 
Heidelberg the Annual ADT 
conference 2011 was attended 
by more than 100 participants. 
The conference sessions were 
focusses on “The Contributions 
of Clusters to Regional Eco-
nomic 

sing Energy Efficiency of Business 
Incubators”. The conference presenta-
tions are available for members of the 
association of the ADT website (in 
German language). www.adt-online.de/ 
dokumente-konferenzen.html  
Non-members may receive copies of the 

nomic Development”,  “Ideas for Start-Up Companies in 
the Fields of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Ener-
gies”, and  the conference workshops dealt with “Stimula-
tion and Financing of Start-Up Businesses” and  “Increas-
ing  

presentations on a CD rom. To order, please use website  
http://www.adt-online.de/publikationen.html 
Contact: Andrea Glaser, email glaser@adt-online.de  
SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=449  

  South Korea: KISED streamlines support for start-up and growing businesses 
Starting a business is not as easy as it sounds with financ-
ing to corporate registration. However, the Korea Institute 
of Startup & Entrepreneurship Development (KISED) is 
providing help to those who dream of becoming an entre-
preneur. Beck Du-ock, President of KISED, who is 
Chairman of the organization for about a year time said 
"The essence of a new business is to create value by ac-
commodating a new and innovative technology, idea, 
information, or service to market demand." KISED, along 

 

with the Korean Small and Medium Business Administra-
tion (SMBA) manages programs such as the 'Yes Leader' 
special lectures and 'Biz-Cool' to inspire entrepreneurship 
as well as support programs like idea commercialization, 
business idea club, business model competition, future 
technology sponsorship, and business incubation centers. 
KISED is backing about 4,000 businesses working within 
one of the 274 colleges.  
SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=39  

    
 APJIE Asia Pacific Journal of Innovation and Entrepreneurship                

Reports are invited for publication 
in the Asia Pacific Journal of 
Innovation and Entrepreneur-

ship. APJIE, a professional journal 

pirical papers, review papers, 
case studies, conference re-
ports, relevant reports and 
news, book reviews and briefs   

The deadline for sending  journal covering entrepreneurship, innovation, incubation 
and related topics. APJIE Vol. 5, No 3 has been published 
(download at  www.iked.or.kr).  
The Journal publishes original papers; theory-based em-
pirical 

Reports for publication in Vol.6., No 1 of APJE is Jan-

uary 15, 2012. Manuscripts for this issue of the journal 
must be received on the desk of APJIE through electronic 
mailing system (send to apjie@iked.or.kr) 
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     Second Global Summit on Entrepreneurship held in Istanbul                          by Krzysztof Zasiadly 
  The Second Global Summit on Entrepreneurship was 
held in Istanbul, Turkey, in early December 2011 under 
the general theme of “Entrepreneurship, Values and De-
velopment: A Global Agenda”. The Summit, brought 
together ca. 1,000 successful entrepreneurs from Turkey 
and across the world, and built on and aim to take for-
ward the results obtained in the “Presidential Summit on 
Entrepreneurship” hosted by US President Barack Obama 

The Forum brought together influential captains of indus-
tries and entrepreneurs from various regions. This event 
served as a platform to develop policy recommendations 
and actions at creating a favorable socio-economic envi-
ronment for the development and promotion of SMEs in 
OIC Member States.  
(2) Global Innovation Through Science and Technology 
GIST Tech-I Competition Finale “The Battle of Ideas”. 

in Washington DC in April 2010.  
The overall objective of the Second Global Summit on 
Entrepreneurship was to explore the roles that entrepre-
neurs can play in fostering closer relations and coopera-
tion as well as dialogue between different societies and 
cultures. The Summit also provided a unique opportunity 
to bring together established and young entrepreneurs to 
explore possibilities to create networks and exchange 
different ideas. 

Three days work-
shops with participa-
tion of 25 seminafi-
nalists, top class 
mentors and venture 
capitalists ended 
with several awards 
of which the best 
were Najwa Sahra- 
mani The Summit was attended and addressed by US Vice 

President Joe Biden, Deputy Prime Minister Ali Babacan 
as well as by Turkish Ministers and prominent interna-
tional dignitaries and CEOs. The Summit provided oppor-
tunity to enhance the role of successful entrepreneurs in 
strengthening global understanding, share and benefit 
from success stories, create synergies, and built enduring 
networks between the participants. 
At the Summit several events were organized:  
(1) The General Secretariat of the OIC in collaboration 
with the Governments of Republic of Turkey and United 
States of America organized a Forum on Public Private 
Partnership and Development of SMEs in the OIC Mem-
ber States.   

mani and Ziad  Sankari from Lebanon and their Cardio 
Diagnostics, a health device that monitors patient’s heart 
rate 24 hours all around week. 
(3) Youth Entrepreneurship Summit. There were present-
ed Islamic Countries Youth Entrepreneurs Network 
www.iycen.org and social network www.salamworld.com  
(4) Arabia+Turkey Exchange Change.  
(5) Launch of Global Entrepreneurship Monitor Turkey 
Report 
(6) Workshop on Business Incubators conducted by David 
Monkman, President & CEO of National Business Incu-
bation Association U.S.A. 
Info:Krzysztof Zasiadly zasiadly@hotmail.com  
http://www.entrepreneurshipsummit2011.gov.tr  

    UK: Incubator Study                                                                                                  by Heinz Fiedler 

The NESTA study „Incubation for Growth” was conduct-
ed by the U.K.’s National Endowment for Science, Tech-
nology and the Arts in association with the University of 
Cambridge Institute for Manufacturing. The report begins 
with another definition (seems we did not yet have 
enough of that) and talking about business incubators 
“since their emergence over 50 years ago”. 
Well, five decades back there was no “systematic” busi-
ness incubation in the sense we understand this tool since 
about 30 years. Or, from a different perspective, even 
more than 50 years ago there have certainly been people 
using empty space to rent it to small companies and com-
bine that with whatever kind of additional service. But the 
question how long business incubation exists does not 
matter much.  It is more important that over decades the 
concept of  systematic business incubation has spread all 
over the globe an proven that it can be successfully 
adapted to different environments and purposes.  The 
question is not (any more) who was first. The point is to 
find the answers to the entrepreneurial and innovation 
related challenges ahead.  
But back to the UK study. It states that the UK’s 300 
business incubators are effective in providing client com-
panies credibility, training and access to business re-
sources they could not easily find on their own, according 

to a new study. But successful incubators are those that 
can afford to turn away potential clients who do not fit the 
incubator’s area of specialization and can tailor their pro-

grams to fit the changing needs of individual clients. 
Besides these positive statements the study found in many 
cases, incubation merely prolonged the period before a 
client failed, and many clients faced a period of post-
incubation jeopardy. 
Researchers cited an earlier study where 60 percent of 
incubator clients say incubation was critical to their suc-
cess, 23 percent say it was important and 17 percent say it 
was unimportant. 
The study calls for additional research to identify metrics 
to facilitate accurate appraisal of British and European 
incubation programs. This, the researchers say, would 
require tracking post-incubation companies, “though 
measuring this impact could become onerous and time 
consuming.” 
Looking at the findings and conclusions of this study it 
only can be confirmed that more scientific work is needed 
to confirm the impact of business incubation and to better 
understand effects of the various tools used for supporting 
business creation and development as well as innovation. 
For the full study, please visit the NESTA website  
www.nesta.org.uk/library/documents/IncubationforGrowthv11.pdf  



6 
 

 

 infoDev panel discussion on Financing Innovation at the World Bank Annual Meetings 
End of September 2011, infoDev hosted a panel discus-
sion on early stage financing and global entrepreneurship 
at the World Bank Annual Meetings. New technology 
companies in developing countries find it very difficult to 
attract the needed financing and technical assistance.  
However, getting the needed is crucial for developing 
sustainable businesses that create jobs and contribute to 
economic growth. One solution might be supporting  

.SMEs and making them part of a recognized or official 
program. The panel agreed that here business incubators 
and similar facilities play an important role, but also an 
enabling national environment needs to be created. 
The question & answer session following the panel ex-
plored early stage financing gaps, financing methods, 
current services, and possible World Bank interventions.  
More information: www.infodev.org/en/Article.760.html  

    Poland. Top 500 Innovators: Science-Management-Commercialization 
The Ministry of Science and Higher Education in Poland 
has launched training and apprenticeship program in the 
best of Academic Ranking of World Universities includ-
ing: Stanford and Harvard University, MIT, and Univer-
sity of California-Berkeley. 
In 2011-2014 five hundreds (500) beneficiaries will 
participate in the program: (1) researchers; (2) R&D 

(2) use effectively resources devot-
ed to R&D; (3) improve technology 
and innovation commercialization.  
During 2-3 months courses partici-
pants from Poland will attend lec-
tures conducted by high top visit 
innovative researchers, participate  

staff focused on implementation and commercialization 
in life sciences, engineering, technical sciences, agricul-
ture, medicine; (3) staff of Technology Transfer Centres; 
(4) innovative managers dealing with technology trans-
fer and commercialization..   
The goals of the program: (1) improve competencies of 
researchers and R&D staff in university industry- coop-
eration,  R&D management, and commercialization;  

in operations of Liaison Offices, and visit innovative com-
panies. 
Nomination for the first group of 40 beneficiaries selected 
out of 280 candidates was celebrated by Prime Minister Mr 
Donald Tusk and Ministry of Science and Education Pro-
fessor Barbara Kudrycka. This pilot group completed visit 
to Silicon Valley, U.S.A. in October- December 2011. 
Info: Krzysztof Zasiadly zasiadly@hotmail.com  

  10 Year Business Incubation in New Zealand                                      
…continued from page 1     The results of continuous 
evaluation and financial support from the government are 
thriving business incubators with successful companies. 
Over the past 10 years, more than 250 ventures have 
graduated from an incubator; 69 percent of these have 
raised external investment, 71 percent are still trading, 
and 57 percent are exporting. Along the way over 1100 

Incubator Support Program that 
is designed to enable the devel-
opment and growth of business 
incubators, and provides funding 
assistance to eight incubators 10 
years on, A lot of people remain 
involved with incubators and it 
 high value jobs have been created. 

The “10 years milestone” was celebrated in Auckland in 
mid-November. “In 10 years, New Zealand’s incubation 
network has gone from strength to strength. Our incuba-
tors are internationally recognized as some of the best in 
the world,” says Richard White, Manager Incubator 
Development and member of SPICE Group.  

In the past three years alone, NZ incubator have: 

o Reported $372 million in revenue generation of which 
almost half ($176 million) has been from exports.  

o Raised more than $70 mill of investment for growth 
o Employed more than 1100 highly skilled FTEs 
o Paid approx. $45 million in taxes to the government. 
NZTE has supported incubators since 2001 through the 

was great for everyone to get together and celebrate how 
far the incubator network has come in NZ.  
We started with four incubators – The ICEHOUSE, AUT 
BI Centre, ecentre in Auckland, and PowerHouse in 
Christchurch. All have been incredibly successful, with 
PowerHouse Ventures named the 2011 NBIA Incubation 
Innovation of the Year and the Asian Incubator of the Year 
in 2009 and ICEHOUSE named as one of Forbes Maga-
zine’s top 10 technology incubators in 2010. They have 
since been joined by Creative HQ in Wellington, Upstart in 
Dunedin, the Bio-Commerce Centre in Palmerston North 
and SODA in Hamilton. 
See also report on page 12of this Update 
Contact: Richard White, Richard.White@nzte.govt.nz 

  Agri-Spaces Grundvig Partnership Project                                      
Agri-spaces is a partnership project which aims to create 
a network of organizations that will share techniques and 
management approaches used in urban agriculture. The 
first meeting of the UK partners took place in Liverpool 
in October. The first transnational meeting will take 
place in Liverpool in December with partners from Ro-
mania and Lithuania. This partnership made up of 3 
countries, all with experience and dedication to regenera-
tion and training will examine the most effective ways of 
initiating urban agriculture schemes and of ensuring the  

support of significant stakeholders. Urban farming meth-
ods from partner countries will be explored in order to find 
the most efficient approaches. Case studies will be collect-
ed from all partners and made available together with 
learning materials on an on-line platform. Common guide-
lines will be developed which can be used across Europe. 
Pacificstgream is an incubator committed to regional 
development and assisting with the development of entre-
preneurship and sustainable enterprises. 
Contact: Roy Jones, email  roy@pacificstream.info 
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Incubator Quality - SPICA World Map Now on SPICA World Map 
SPICA Directory has introduced a certain “quality stand-
ard” for being listed on SPICA World Map”. This standard 
does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark 

Australia, Melbourne: 

VCAMM Innovation 

Centre. Established in 
 

serted or updated more than 24 months ago are not accessi-
ble for users. 

2010 the incubator has 4 on-site and 4 off-site clients 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2366  

 

Here, in the 
right column 
on this page 
we give a 
selection of 
organization 
profiles that 
recently have 
been added or 
updated. 

Thailand: Phuket 

Rajabhat University 

Business Incubator 

has been established in  

The year 2005adn has at this time 4 on-site and 9 off-site 
clients. Additionally 3 companies with 10 employees 
already have graduated. 
 SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2375  
Finland. The Start-Up 

Center / Arabus Business 

Incubator  operates  since  SPICA World Map www.spica-directory.net/map/ now 
is the main entry point for general users of the directory. 
From that map access to the individual incubator / techno-
park / association profiles in SPICA Directory is possible. 
 There also are other ways of finding a specific incubator  
profile. For example, by using the tab “countries” on the 
homepage of SPICA Directory. For association profiles 
files the special tab “associations” serves are an entry gate. 

 Add your incubator or technopark to the SPICA World 

Map – it is simple.  

If your organization is not yet in SPICA Directory, se-
lect  “Insert new Profile” in the main menu of the SPICA 
homepage www.spica-directory.net  and follow the instruc-
tions. However, before doing this you need to register for 
the use of SPICA Directory. Please use the tab “register” on 
the SPICA Homepage. 
 

1999 and has meanwhile served about 1,000 client com-
panies. Sister centers are operating in Mikkeli, Finland, 
Tallinn, Estonia as well as in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2313  
Belgium: The WSL Wallonia Space 

Logistics Incubator since 1999 supports 
business start-ups. Meanwhile the incuba-
tor has served 25 on-site and off-site 
client firms that created more tha 220 
jobs in the region.  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2332   

Luxemburg: The Technoport (CRP 
Henri Tudor) started operations in 
1998. At this time the incubator is 
serving 30 client fimrs – half of them  

If your organization is listed in SPICA Directory and 
you did not yet receive a user name and password for ac-
cessing the information system, please contact the SPICA 

Off-site. A total of 21 companies graduated from the 
incubator employing 340 people. 
SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1258  

Directory Team at update@spica-directory.net.  
To see all institutions that recently have been added or 
updated recently in SPICA Directory Online, please vis-
itwww.spica-directory.net/recent.php  

Germany: The Center for Innovation & 
Entrepreneurship (CIE) at the “Karls-
ruher Institute for Technology” (KIT) is a 
platform for start-up entrepreneurs. Oper-

And finally, if your want to report on your experience with 
SPICA Directory Online, make suggestions, or experienced 
Problems, please contact users@spica-directory.net 

ting since 2008 the CIE has become an entrepreneurs’ 
club with its members supporting each other. 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2384  

Syria: The Syrian Enterprise and Business 
Centre Business Incubator (SEBC BI) is oper-
ating since 2006 and at this time has 16 on-site 
client firms with 20 employees. Since opening  

Senegal: The Dakar ICT Incu-
bator started operation in March 
2011 and already has five on-site  
client companies. More shortly will join the incubator 
that is focused on business in the ICT sector. SEBC BI already served 120 client companies 

SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2145 SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2371 

Jordan: Al Urdonia Lil Ebda, Jordan 
Innovation Centre at Al Hassan Indus-
trial Estate, is operating since the year 
2006 and today has 16 on-site client 

Croatia: The Business Incubator 
BIOS Ltd. is active since 1996 
and at this time serves 31 client 
firms that created 131 jobs. Four 
more companies have graduated 

 

firms with 102 employees. Additionally this incubator 
serves 19 off-site clients (with 200 employees).  Twelve 
companies already graduated from this incubator. 
SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2021  

from the incubator – the first one already in the year 
1997, only one year after incubator opening. 
SDO-Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=803  
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 Views & Facts 
 The Blue Book of ADT  
   

 

The 13th edition of the “Blue ADT 
Book” Innovationszentren in 
Deutschland” has been issued re-
cently (in German language) by the 
German Federal Association of 
Business Incubation and Technolo-
gy Centers (ADT e.V.) As the ear-
lier editions this book includes 
summary reports providing an 
overview on the actual situation of 
innovation centers in Germany  

including evaluations of statistical data. Also reports about 
national and international networking activities and the 
impact innovation centers have generated since the first 
one started in Berlin in the ye 
The second part of the book contains standardized brief 
profiles of German business incubators and their client 
companies. 
The 13 editions of Blue ADT Book already fill a signifi-
cant space on a book shelf – and provide excellent insight 
into the development of incubators over 25 years. 
Contact: Andre Glaser, email glaser@adt-online.de 

     Smart Phone App released by UKSPA                                     
UKSPA the United Kingdom Science Park Association 
have just released a smart phone app to help companies 
identify where the next innovations are coming from. This 
app aims at helping to answer questions like 

• Do you need to uncover innovative companies work-
ing in scientific innovation, for your job? 

• Where do you seek out such innovative companies 
and their innovations? 

• Where do you find Innovative companies in the UK 

that are working in scientific disciplines? 
With the app users can search by disciplines (Biotech, 
Pharmaceuticals, Engineering, Materials, and Healthcare) 
or by region. At this time the app is available for £4.99 
from the app store (search for UKSPA) and through itunes 
at http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/innovation-uk  
Coming soon on Android and Blackberry. Email UKSPA 
(see below)if you wish to be alerted in these other formats.  
Contact: Peter Sadler: peter@innovation-search.com  

   Smart Poland. Effective environment for Innovative Business                           by Krzysztof Zasiadly 
Polish Business Innovation Centres Association (PBICA) 
and Poznan Science and Technology Park have been part-
ner implementing the program of the Polish Agency for 
Enterprise Development which is focused on improving 
the capabilities of Business Innovation Centres in Poland 
as well as creating supportive institutional environment for 
innovativeness of Polish economy.  
Beneficiaries are Science and Technology Parks, Technol-
ogy Incubators, Technology Transfer Centres, as well as 
Networks of Business Angels and Seed/Venture Capital. 
The program started in 2010 and will be continued through 
2012. Activities conducted within the program: 20 infor-
mation meetings with participation of Polish and interna-
tional experts, attended by 400 persons; 10 study tours in 
the country and 6 international study tours, individual  
advisory services on Innovation Centre self assessment and 
implementation seminars.   
Programme products: 20 brochures, 5 manuals, 25 audio 
and 5 video  broadcasts, 10 multimedia presentations. 

Best practices published on the website: 
http://www.pi.gov.pl/bin-debug/ 
Info: Krzysztof Zasiadly zasiadly@hotmail.com  
www.pi.gov.pl/bios  

    Pacificstream now officially recognized as Mentors 
Pacificstream have been accepted onto the mentorsme 
program as accredited mentors for businesses. 
mentorsme.co.uk is Britain’s first online gateway for 
SMEs  looking for mentoring services. The free site offers 
access to a list of quality-assured business mentoring or-
ganizations across Britain. An easy-to-use search engine 
allows businesses to refine their searches according to the 
life stage of their business and their location. The objective 
is to help businesses find a mentoring organization to suit 
their needs in a fast and easy way. The search engine al-
lows them to locate mentoring organizations that are the 

closest match to their profile. 
mentorsme.co.uk also aims to raise awareness about the 
benefits of business mentoring through its library of online 
resources. 
mentorsme.co.uk is operated by the Business Finance 
Taskforce, which has been set up by the British Bankers’ 
Association and is made up of five banks: Barclays, 
HSBC, Lloyds Banking Group, Royal Bank of Scotland 
and Santander. The taskforce was established to help busi-
nesses access the finance they need to grow.  
Contact: Roy Jones, email  roy@pacificstream.info  
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 Business Incubation in ECA 
This section provides information about incubation activities and programs from 
the ECA region (Eastern Europe and Central Asia).  ECAbit is the regional net-
works of business incubators and technology parks that has been set up with sup-
port from the infoDev program. For more information, please visit the website 
http://www.ecabit.org/   or contact Todor Yalamov todor.yalamov@online.bg   

 ECA Region VI 
th 
ECAbit conference held in Chisinau Moldova                    by Todor Yalamov 

The VIth regional conference of infoDev Eastern European 
and Central Asian Business Incubators and Technology 
Parks (ECAbit) Network brought together more than 50 
participants from 13 countries representing incubators and 
incubator associations, client companies, and donors.  
The conference theme was "Entrepreneuring the Mobile 
Future", highlighting the relevance of mobile technologies 
both to incubators and countries. The host country, Mol-
dova, and especially the Ministry of Information Technol-
ogies and Communications of Moldova, which sponsored 
the event, runs a very ambitious eTransformation project 
with World Bank support.  
The main organizers of the event were the Agency for 
Innovation and Technology Transfer and the Moldovan 
Technology Transfer Network. During AEICA 2011, 
they initiated in partnership with the Caspian Investment 
Centre from Azerbaijan, as well as with support from 

infoDev’s "Creating Sustainable Businesses in the 
Knowledge Economy" Program, the Chisinau Mobile 
Monday Chapter to actively support youth technolo-
gy entrepreneurs in the mobile applications business. 
For the first time within the ECAbit regional conferences 
did not only feature private sector representation, but also 
incubator client companies presented. Examples were 
Informator  (Moldova), the winner of Y2I 2011 competi-
tion, and Outclan’s (Romania), Felix Gravila),informing 
about experience with crowd-funding. 
One of the main objectives of the conference was to identi-
fy and scope concrete needs of incubator client firms when 
planning their internationalization and kick-off the design 
of services that ECAbit could provide as a network.  
A detailed report, presentations and photos from the con-
ference will be available at www.ecabit.org shortly.  
Contact: Todor Yamalov, email todor.yalamov@online.bg  

 Ukraine 105 million euros to support reforms in Ukraine 
The European Commission has adopted a €105 million 
financial package to support reform of administrative legal 
framework, civil service and administrative justice, re-
gional development, energy efficiency and environment in 
Ukraine.  
The largest component of €70 million will foster reform of 
Ukraine’s governance system, bringing it in line with Eu-
ropean and international principles of public administra-
tion.  
The second part of the program, worth €20 million, will 
aim to support Ukraine’s Regional Development Policy by 
building the capacity of Ukrainian authorities and other 

stakeholders to develop and implement effective regional 
development policies that would help reduce the econom-
ic, social and territorial disparities. This includes the im-
plementation of pilot regional development projects, which 
is part of the Eastern Partnership. The rest of the package 
will be used to back Ukraine’s efforts to reduce energy 
consumption through a contribution to the Eastern Europe 
Energy Efficiency and Environment Partnership Fund. 
This should result in reduced CO2 and other greenhouse 
gas emissions. 
More on ENPI Info Centre: in available http://www.enpi-
info.eu/index.php 

 Ukraine Innovation Policy: European Benchmarking for Ukraine          by Gudrun Rumpf 
The trilogy “Innovation Policy: European Benchmarking 
for Ukraine” is a result of a EU project “Enhance Innova-
tion Strategies, Policies and Regulation in Ukraine”. The 
publication presents three consecutive steps how to lead 
Ukraine to a knowledge-based competitive economy. 
In Innovation Policy: European Benchmarking for Ukraine 
Volume 1 thirteen topics in research and development, 
technological and innovation policy in the EU and in 
Ukraine likely to have a major impact on the competitive-
ness of Ukrainian economy were analyzed. Main compari-
sons between Ukraine and EU countries were drawn. Stra-
tegic policy issues and challenges for action were drawn. 
In Innovation Policy: European Benchmarking for Ukraine 
Volume 2 the project analyzed the legal frameworks regu-
lating the issues as of Volume 1 in Ukraine, in the EU 
Member States. Based on the comparative analysis pro-
posals on improving legislation in the field of innovation, 
research and development in Ukraine were elaborated.  
The above analysis was the basis to draw policy options 
for action laid down in Innovation Policy: European  

Benchmarking for Ukraine Volume 3. The effort was con-
centrated in identifying some main barriers and drivers to 
innovation in order to propose 87 sets of actions that could 
be useful for the policy makers to consider. The proposed 
sets of actions/ have been grouped under main six policy 
action lines: “Better governance in favor of innovation”; 
“Enhancing innovation in enterprises”; “Bridging R&D 
potential with Industry”; “More Innovation in Regions”; 
“Developing an innovative culture”; and “Globally com-
petitive on Eco-innovation”. Each proposed action is char-
acterized as framework modification, new program or 
mode of financing and each policy action contributes to 
leading Ukraine to a knowledge-based competitive econ-
omy. Among those 25 policy actions were ranked with 
high priority because these measures could lead to a im-
provement of the Ukrainian positions in innovation indica-
tors. 
Further information and the materials are promoted at 
http://innopolicy.com.ua/?page_id=934&lang=en  
Contact: Gudrun Rumpf, , email g.rumpf@intrasoft.lu  
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 Azerbaijan Youth Entrepreneurship     by Krzysztof Zasiadly 
In June 2010 the President of Azerbaijan Republic signed 
the state Program “Azerbaijan Youth in 2012-2015”. One of 
the goals of this program is to create Youth Business Incuba-
tors. Related to this article a number of events are be orga-
nized.  On them was the international conference titled 
"Business incubators’ activity and support of youth mobile 
entrepreneurship: The world experience and perspectives for 
development of this field in Azerbaijan" held in December 
2011. Speaking at the conference the Deputy Minister of 
Youth and Sport of Azerbaijan Republic Intigam Babayev 
stated that the conference aimed at sharing international 
experience on establishment of youth business incubators in 
Azerbaijan in order to support youth entrepreneurship.  
The conference, which was a part of Mobile Monday (Mo-
Mo) Baku project, was organized by the Caspian Invest-
ment Centre and the Ministry of Youth and Sport of Azer-
baijan Republic with the financial support of Bakcell and 
Alcatel-Lucent.  
Representatives of MoMo in Germany, Poland, Bulgaria, 

Romania, Montenegro, Ukraine, Belarus and other coun-
tries joined the conference. The conference was also sup-
ported by InfoDev project of the World Bank, ECAbit (Eu-

ropean and Central Asian Business Incubators and 

Technology Parks Network), and Mobile Monday Global 
Network.  
"The International Conference of Youth Business Incubators 
serves as a great opportunity for Azerbaijani youth to learn 
from international experiences that can lead them to create  

local, regional, and global successes. It is also makes Azer-
baijan a center for international interest and I look very 
much forward for meeting and supporting the local talents to 
succeed", Jari Tammisto, CEO and President, Mobile Mon-
day Global, says.  
Within the conference the first MoMo Baku event was orga-
nized with the participation of representatives of local ICT 
companies, young developers and bloggers; and MoMo 
representatives from various countries.  
About MoMo: Originating in Helsinki Finland, in 2000, 
MobileMonday (MoMo) is an open community platform of 
key mobile industry visionaries, developers and influential 
people fostering cooperation and business opportunities 
through live networking events. Baku is the 123rd city join-
ing Mobile Monday. The main objectives of MoMo in Azer-
baijan will be to foster innovation within the mobile sector 
of Azerbaijan through presenting technology innovations 
from the local and world mobile marketplace and imple-
menting new projects and applications of modern technolo-
gies. One Monday of every month an informal meeting of 
the representatives of mobile operators, ICT companies and 
young specialists on mobile technologies will be organized 
to share ideas and discuss innovative visions, trends, studies 
and forecasts from the mobile marketplace and the ways of 
starting new projects using mobile technologies. 
Info: Krzysztof Zasiadly, zasiadly@hotmail.com  
Eslhan Musayev,  elshanm@cic-az.com  
Todor Yalamov, todor.yalamov@online.bg  

 

  
 

Business Incubation in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation activities and 
programs from the AFRICA region.  AIN is the regional network 
bators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more information, please 
visit the website http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html or contact Lalane van Rensburg,  lalane@sbti.co.za 
      Senegal Agribusiness Entrepreneurship 
The second stakeholder workshop held in Saint-Louis in 
early September  2011 could build on a series of inter-
views and focus groups infoDev conducted after the first 
workshop held in Dakar in July. These interviews involve 
a wide range of stakeholders like entrepreneurs (including 
farmers, service providers, exporters), intermediaries and 
representative associations, capacity building and research 
organizations, public authorities, development cooperation 
entities, and agribusiness projects in the areas of Dakar, 
Thies and Saint-Louis..  
Saint-Louis’ hydroagricultural potential constitutes a huge 
reservoir for developing high added value production and 
for job and wealth creation, in order to address the de-
mand from the national and international markets. In order 
to analyze local needs, infoDev gathered horticulture stake 

sholders from Northern Senegal for a working level work-
shop in Saint-Louis. The objective of this workshop was 
to hear the inputs of the 25 stakeholders regarding 
-  the biggest market opportunities for value addition in 
the horticulture sector, 

-  the most significant barriers to enterprise start-up and 
growth in the specific market opportunities identified,  

-  and whether they confirm that the 3 value chains of 
tomato, onion, and mango identified in Dakar present 
the most promising opportunities in the horticulture 
sector.  

To learn more about the value chains identified for their 
growth potential and the next steps of the stakeholders’ 
involvement process, please visit the infoDev website: 
http://www.infodev.org/en/Article.752.html  

  Ethiopia Climate Change Entrepreneurship in Ethiopia  
Over 120 participants at infoDev’s Climate Innovation 
Center  workshop in Ethiopia, were addressed by H.E. Ato 
Mahamouda Ahmed Gass, State Minister, Ministry of 
Science and Technology, who emphasized that “risk toler-
ance” in Ethiopia needs to be addressed through proper 
support and financing so that an entrepreneurial culture 
can flourish. The Ethiopian Government’s efforts to sup-

port domestic innovation, technology transfer, and 
commercialization are particularly strong in the area 
Climate Innovation, as evidenced by their ongoing de-
velopment of a Climate Resilience and Green Economy 
(CRGE) strategy and their recent partnership with info-
Dev to plan a Climate Innovation Center (CIC).  
    …continued on next page 
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…continued from previous page   This infoDev workshop 
was part of the planning process, infoDev and a series of 
ongoing stakeholder consultations in Ethiopia to develop a 
business plan for a CIC. The multidisciplinary work 
groups tackled the challenges and opportunities facing 
Ethiopia. Participants were divided into groups that fo-
cused on areas including technology development, access 
to finance, entrepreneurship, markets, policy, and woman 
and girl led innovation. Teams were tasked with describ-
ing the barriers preventing innovation in each of these 
categories including brainstorming potential solutions and 
interventions that the CIC could provide. One issue dis-
cussed in the technology work group was the lack of prac-
tical application that engineers have when graduating.  

The workshop concluded with each team presenting to 
the audience for final comments and feedback. The 
outcomes of the working groups will be used as direct 
inputs into the CIC business plan. Follow-up surveys, 
interviews and focus groups are being held with stake-
holders to provide further experiences and expertise into 
the crafting of the CIC’s model. The model which will 
describe the Center’s services, programs and financing 
will be outlined in detail in the business plan which is 
due for completion by the end of this year. The Ethiopi-
an CIC is expected to launch in mid 2012.   
Information: www.infodev.org/en/Article.748.html  
And about the infoDev Climate Technology program:  
www.infodev.org/en/Topic.19.html  

   Business Incubation in MENA  
This page provides information about incubation activities from the MENA region (Middle East 
and North Africa).  MENAinc is the regional infoDev supported network of business incubators 
and technology parks. More information:  hppt//:iisc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html or contact 
Mr. Mohammed Allam at  m3allam@gmail.com  

  ECA-MENA infoDev Business Incubation Management Training and Train-the-Trainer 
infoDev’s next  one-week Train-the-Trainer workshop 
will be held in February 2012 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
This training will be primarily aimed at building the 
capacity of trainers in the ECA and MENA regions. 
In addition the Istanbul event will also feature 2 days 

of training for business incubator managers and 

stakeholders, selecting from the 12-module training  

curriculum. This training is open to the entire global 
network and is a unique opportunity to learn from incuba-
tion experts from all continents and to gain first-hand 
experiences and best practices from infoDev's global 
network. For more information about the workshop in 
Istanbul, please see www.idisc.net/en/Article.39222.html  
Similar events will also be held across Africa in 2012 

  Saudi Arabia BADIR program develops successfully 
At the Third Saudi Arabia Technology Incubation Con-
ference (Riyadh October 2011) KACST Vice President 
HH Prince Turki Saud Mohammed Al Saud presented 
the successful development of KACST’s BADIR pro-
gram. Three incubators already are operating (infor-
mation and communications technology, biotechnology 
and advanced manufacturing). These incubators serve 54 
clients in their incubation program that to date have cre-
ated 115 new jobs with some stunning success stories. 

But the BADIR program reaches further. It aims at sup-
porting the establishment of 80 incubators in the King-
dom by 2025 to create nearly 20,000 jobs by assisting the 
formation of over 1,700 SME technology companies.  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2043  
Contact: Abdulaziz Al Hargan, aahargan@kacst.edu.sa  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2261  
Contact: Mohammed Almajed, malmajed@kacst.edu.sa  
Contact: John Mercer, john.mercer47@gmail.com  

 Iran 102 incubators active and National Association starting 
The business incubator Rooyesh in Iran has recently 
succeeded in registering the “Association of STPs' and 
TBIs' in Iran”. The frist Association's General Assembly, 
which was held on October 25, 2011.  
At the ASPA / IASP Conference held in November 2011  
in Isfahan Science and Technology Town, Iran the new 
association was officially launched. 

Mahmoud Sheikh-Zeinoddin, President of Isfahan Sci-
ence Technology Town presented an impressive report on 
STP and Incubators in Iran development since 2000.  
More information: 
 M. Sheikh-Zeinoddin zeinodin@cc.iut.ac.ir  
Habibollah Asghari, email asghari@itincubator.com  
SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1995  

 Jordan ESCWA Technology Centre announces 2012 activities 

The “ESCWA Technology Centre” (ESCWA stands for 
Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, UN 
organization) has started operations officially in August 
2011. The ETC aims at strengthening national STI sys-
tems, developing capabilities in solving problems, and 
fostering regional synergy in technology application. 
The work of the Centre is based on the integration of 
efforts among stakeholders (14 countries) in the region 
For the year 2012 ETC is planning following activities:  
1. Virtual innovation exchange portal to match regional 
innovation outcomes with market needs  

2. Regional innovation tour to facilitate exchange be-
tween investors and inventors  

3. Compile comprehensive advice roadmap for all avail-
able financial options for S&T based innovation  

4. Seek to enhance marketing opportunities for the local 
production sectors through effective networking. 

5. “Entrepreneurship and innovation” workshop that aims 
to strengthen and update skills for leaders in entrepre-
neurship and innovation centers 

Website:  www.etc-un.org  
Contact: Nizar Halasah, email  n.halasah@etc-un.org 
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  Business Incubation in ASIA  
This section provides information about incubation activities from the ASIA region. 
APIN, the Asia Pacific Incubation Network is the regional networks of business incuba-
tors and technology parks set up with support from the infoDev program. More infor-
mation on website http://www.incubationasia.com/index.php or contact Suresh Kumar, 

psgstep@vsnl.com 

      New Zealand International Business Incubation Conference held in Auckland 
… continued from page 1      with organizations in countries 
practicing similar systems to benchmark incubators (for 
example, USA and Sweden). 
The international Technopolicy Network hosted its 10th 
annual conference in Auckland in mid-November. It was 
the first time the conference had been held in Asia, and 
only the second time outside of Europe.  
The conference –‘Science Based Incubators as Connect-
ors in High-Tech Clusters’ brought together speakers and 
delegates from around the world including Michael En-

“The Technopolicy Network is known as a network sci-
ence-based regional development, so having the confer-
ence in New Zealand, was an endorsement that our incu-
bator network is on par with some of the best in the 
world,” says SPICE member Richard White, Manager 
Incubator Development at NZ Trade and Enterprise. 
NZTE was a sponsor of the conference, and assisted with 
the development of the program and an innovation tour.  
The conference was chaired by SPICE Group member 
Dinah Adkins, President Emeritus of NBIA (USA). 

right, Hong Kong Institute of Economics and Business 
Strategy; SPICE Member  R.M.P. Jawahar, Indian As-
sociation of STEPs and Business Incubators, Vice Presi-
dent of Asian Association of Business Incubators, and 
Alan MacDiarmid Professor of Physical Science Victoria 
University, successful scientist and entrepreneur, New 
Zealander of the Year 2010. 

 “SPICE Boys” Mikael Hult (Sweden, John Mercer, 
(Saudi Arabia), Yeung-Shik Kim Korea),, Peter Harman 
(UK), Klaus Plate (Heidelberg, Germany) and Julian 
Webb (Australia, infoDev Facilitator for the Asia Region) 
were attending the event as conference speakers and/or 
trainer in business incubation management. 
Contact: Richard White,  Richard.White@nzte.govt.nz 

    Indonesia Indonesian Future Leaders for Training in Germany 
Theoretical knowledge, practical experiences, many new 
personal relations and, of course, lots of fun – that was 
the overwhelming summary of an eight week training 
internship in Germany for 30 young college graduates 
from Indonesian urban and rural areas.  
Between October and November 2011 the trainees joined 
the MTCI - a modular training approach to start and to 
sustain innovation practice among all levels of business, 
academia and government, developed by VDI/VDE Inno-
vation + Technik GmbH (www.vdivde-it.de), based in 
Berlin. MTCI is a harmonized methodology for training  

the first time the participants discussed the new ANIS 
study (Analysis of the Innovation System in Indonesia), 
published by VDI/VDE-IT. 
The activities started with three thematic foci: Innovation 
Management, Cluster development and Management of 
networks, and Support measures for business start-ups and 
young companies. This theoretical introduction was fol-
lowed by four weeks of practice in institutions in different 
regions of Germany (Berlin, Dresden, Aachen, Stuttgart 
and Munich) - all involved in the promotion of Innovation 
and Incubation. The institutions presented their imple-
mentation methods in a practical way and addressed the 
individual needs of the participants.  This also included 
half a day of discussion with SPICE President, Heinz 

Fiedler who ran the first German incubator (1983) and 
the German Incubator Association for more than a decade.  
After the eight-week training the Indonesian professionals 
returned to Indonesia and now are starting to apply the 
knowledge in their home country. All raining participants 
will run Business Technology Centres. RISTEK has se-
cured funding for the implementation phase for two years 
the young managers now have enough time, to build an 

and promoting of policy makers and innovation practi-
tioners to develop and strengthen National Innovation 
Systems. The training was contracted between the State 
Ministry of Research and Technology Indonesia and the 
German Federal Ministry of Education and Research. For 

Indonesian demand related service portfolio.  
All partners involved were enthusiastic about the collabo-
ration with the highly motivated and engaged participants 
from Indonesia. 
Contact: Uwe Seidel (uwe.seidel@vdivde-it.de)  
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Important upcoming Events                      http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 
If the conference hosts / organizers are represented in SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the 
full list of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend 
visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own event on 
the list – directly and online. Just click on  “Add new information“ and you will be guided through the simple process. 
For an actual event overview, please visit the SPICE Group website  http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 

 

 

2012 
   February 5-7, 2012 in Tampa, Florida, USA: NBIA Sixth Advanced Professional Summit 

 

NBIA’s Sixth Summit for Ad-
vanced Incubation Profession-
als will be a unique opportunity 
that brings together people who 

fessionals are invited to inform about what they expect 
from this event. For this an online survey has been pre-
pared: www.surveymonkey.com/s/CFKX7YP. Everyone 
who completed this survey by Oct. 7, 2011 will be en-

have been in the industry for several years for education, 
networking and dialogue about business incubation. For 
programming for this event, experienced incubation pro-
fessionals  

entered  to win a free summit registration and two nights 
at the headquarters hotel.  
For information, contact email education@nbia.org 

      February 13 -14, 2012 in Perth, Western  Australia: 2012 Diana International Research Conference 
Since 2003 the Diana conferences deal with topics related 
with Female Entrepreneurship. After conference in Eu-
rope and the USA the event first time will be held in Aus-
tralia in 2012. 
Topics of this conference will be gender issues in: fast 
growth businesses, family business, small-med businesses, 

level of understanding by supporting rigor-
ous research that could provide infor-
mation and knowledge with a powerful 
impact on changing attitudes, opinions and 
practices.  The Diana Project has expanded 
to embrace research in other important 

high-tech businesses and public policy. 
It all started in 1999, when a group of researchers wanted 
to find answers to the question why women account for 
less than 2 % of VC funding. They wanted to raise the 

social entrepreneurship, creative industries, technology 
transfer, corporate entrepreneurship and indige-
nous/ethnic entrepreneurship.   
Contact: A. Castillo email:  aliciacastillo@wealthing.com  

   April 18 -19, 2012 in Copenhagen, Denmark: Third Seminar on Creative Industries 
The third (and final) seminar of the Regional Studies As-
sociation Research Network Creative Industries in Europe 
will be hosted by Høgni Kalsø Hansen, at the University of 
Copenhagen, Denmark. SPICE Update (No 98) had report-
ed on the second seminar, held in Poznan, Poland. 

Before the end of the year 2011 a call for papers will be 
circulated by the organizers. Not to miss this call, please 
check website www.creative-regions.org.uk  and /or 
contact email creativeregions.network@gemail.com 
. 

 April 25 -27, 2012 in Münster, Germany: 11th Internat. Conference on Science-to-Business Marketing 
FINPIN is a network of people who are enthusiastic about 
knowledge and innovation based entrepreneurship and 
its promotion in higher education.  
The 2012 Conference will be a major European meeting 

This conference is organized 
by FINPIN (Finnish Entre-
preneurship and Innova-
tion Net work for Higher  

and discussion forum for practitioners and researchers on 
entrepreneurship and education. Conference themes will be 
Enterprise Education, Competitiveness, Growth through 
Innovation, Knowledge Partnerships and University-
Business Cooperation, Entrepreneurship and Development 

Education), Lahti University, and Münster University. 
The Call for papers is open until November 21, 2011  
Please see also www.finpin.com for up-to-date infor-
mation on the FINPIN2012 Conference. 
 Contact: finpin2012@lamk.fi 

 May 6 08, 2012 in Regensburg, Germany: ADT Spring Conference 

 

It is time to mark your calendar for the two 
conferences of the German Federal Asso-
ciation of Business Incubation and technol-
ogy Centers, ADT: 

ence is targeted towards  an audience from Germany.  
The Annual ADT conference is scheduled for  November 
4 – 6, 2012 and will be held in the second largest city of 
Germany, Hamburg 

The ADT Spring conference 2012 will be held in Re-
gensburg, in the Southern part of Germany. This confer-
ence is  

Website: www.adt-online.de 
Contact: Andrea Glaser: glaser@adt-online.de  

 May 6-9, 2012 in Atlanta, Georgia, USA: 16th Annual International NBIA Conference 

 

Business incubation practi-
tioners and economic de-
velopment professionals 
each year gather to explore  

depth workshops, educational sessions, incubator tours 
and receptions. Through the training and networking 
opportunities attendees learn about incubator sustainabil-
ity, entrepreneur services, and  industry best practices 

strategies for entrepreneur support at NBIA’s International 
Conference on Business Incubation. Participants attend in-

For those who are new to incubation, the conference 
provides an opportunity to learn  … continued on next page 
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… continued from previous page...    the fundamentals of 
business incubation and interact with advanced profession-
als who can share lessons learned and strategies for suc-
cess. For advanced incubator managers, the conference 
provides 

provides a vehicle to meet up with old friends and take 
home new techniques. 
Website: www.nbia.org/events/conf2012/index.php  
Contact education@nbia.org. 

 May 21-24, 2012 in Daejeon, South Korea: 8th INSME Annual Meeting  
The 8th INSME Annual Meeting on "Innovation across 

Borders: Building Competitive Nations through SMEs 

Networks" will be co-hosted by INSME and the World 
Technopolis Association – WTA, Daejeon Metropolitan 
City, and others,  

The  new 8th INSME Annual Meeting website provides 
more details www.annualmeeting2012.insme.org  or on 
the ISME portal: http://www.insme.org/  
If you are interested to attend, n contact the INSME Sec-
retariat at: insme2012@insme.it   

 June 14 -16, 2012 in Zadar, Croatia: 4th International Conference Management of Technology 
The 4th International Conference Management of Tech-

nology - Step to Sustainable Production (MOTSP 2012) 
will present the results of recent research activities in the  

scope of management of technology, industrial engineer-
ing and sustainable production. 
Contact: Prof. Predrag Cosic, motsp2012@fsb.hr  

 June 17 -20, 2012 in Tallinn, Estonia: IASP World Conference 
“Science and Technology Parks: Serving the Compa-

nies and the Innovation Community” is the theme of the 
World Conference on Science and Technology Parks that 
will be held in Estonia’s Capital. An excellent reason (if  

any reason is needed) to visit Tallinn again after the Bal-
tic Dynamics conference and SPICE Anniversary in 
September this year 
Website for more details: www.iasp2012tln.com  

 June 17 -20, 2012 in Barcelona, Spain: XXIII ISPIM Conference 
“Action for Innovation: Innovating from Experience” is 
the title of the 23rd ISPIM conference that will be hosted by 
La Salle University in partnership with Orbita97. Around 
450 innovation experts from 55 countries are expected to 
attend this event. The three-day program will include Key-
note 

note Presentations; “Hot Topic" Roundtable Discussions; 
Facilitated Themed Sessions with Academic and Practi-
tioner Presentations; Workshops; and Special Interest 
Groups. 
Conference website: conference.ispim.org 

Services for Members of the SPICE Group Network 

SPICE Group members can use a number of services 

provided through the SPICE Group website (www.spice-

group.net). Here some examples: 

…and SPICE Group offers services to non-members. Of 

course, these features also network members can use 

through the website 

 

To send a message to all members use the simple 

tool the SPICE Group website offers in the 

PUMBAA section. Log in with your user name and 

password and select “mailing” 

Publish information about your conferences, exhi-

bitions, seminars, etc. Just visit http://www.spice-

group.de/events  and click on  “Add new infor-

mation”” right under the “Events” page headline  

  
  
About Members 
  
  

Guido Baranowski 

Highest Honor for Guido Baranowski  

 
Hannelore Kraft 

Guido Baranowski, co-founder of 
one of the first German business 
incubators that became one of the 
most successful technology clus-
ters on December 7, 2011 re-
ceived a high honor: The Prime 
Minster of North-Rhine Westpha-
lia, Hannelore Kraft, the “Bun-
desverdiensstkreuz” (Federal 
Cross of Merit), the highest or- 

Dortmund for 23 years and devel-
oped this initiative form a business 
incubators to a successful technology 
cluster based on intensive coopera-
tion between science and business.  
Guido Baranowski also takes care of 
young scientists knowing that educa-
tion is a key resource for the future 
of the business location Germany. 
He therefore established a children 

order of the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Guido Baranowski received this honor for “working many 
years successfully at the interface between science and 
industry and thereby promotes innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, structural change, and regional economic develop-
ment. Thanks to his initiatives settled in the Rhine-Ruhr 
region also in the business crisis, he has helped more than 
8,000 jobs were created or secured.”  
Guido Baranowski is the CEO of the Technology Centre  

and youth technology center that leads young people into 
early in the natural sciences.  
Guido Baranowski has been Chairman of the German 
Federal Association of Business Incubation and Technolo-
gy Center, ADT, for more than a decade and helped start-
ing business incubators in the “New German States” (after 
unification) as well as in Russia. Since more than ten years 
he is member of the SPICE Group network sharing his 
experiences with partners around the globe.. 
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  SPICE Meeting in Ooty, India 
This was not a formal SPICE Meeting. The program of 
the infoDev Train-the-Trainers did not allow the time for 
a separate meeting of members participating as trainers 
(two of them certified after this training). But the week-
long program allowed many opportunities for informing 
each other about recent developments an planned activi-
ties. 

ties. SPICE Group members attending this event as trainers 
were Julian Webb (Australia), Cesar Yammal (Argenti-
na), and Heinz Fiedler (Germany). After successfully 
attending this event Annuar Saffar (Malaysia) and Mer-

cedes Barcelon (Philippines) became certified infoDev 
trainers as well. 

     
Julian Webb Cesar Yammal Mercedes Barcelon Annuar Saffar Heinz Fiedler 

  SPICE Group Berlin 
The idea came spontaneously at a reception in Berlin: 
Why not organizing a regular meeting of the SPICE 
Group members in (and around) Berlin?   Uwe Seidel 
took initiative to invite; Florian Seiff and Gerhard 

Raetz provided the location (the lunge in the new busi-
ness incubator CHIC, and the other “Berliners” Rolf 
Friedrichsdorf, Karl-Heinz Klinger, Heinz Fiedler, 
and Larisa Brovarska joined happily.   
This meeting started without any agenda and the discus-
sion 

 
sion quickly showed that too many important topics were 
to be talked about. What are the reasons for the very suc-
cessful development of (technology) business incubators ín 
Berlin? Are there conditions and experiences that can be 
made available to others? What are appropriate ways for 
evaluating the success and impact of business incubators? 
How can incubators contribute to international business of 
their client companies? The next meeting of “SPICE Group 
Berlin will be held January 20, 2012 

       
  SPICE Group Berlin – Second Round 
Although SPICE Group “Section Berlin” had agreed to 
meet only every other month, December was an excep-
tion.   The Latvian “SPICE Boys” came to visit Berlin A 
workshop was arranged in the Hotel California, Berlin. 
Technology commercialization and transfer was the topic 
of discussion– a great fit with the topics discussed at the 
first SPICE Berlin Section meeting.  

 

 
In the late evening and the afternoon of the next day Janis 
Stabulnieks, Ints Viksna from Latvia accompanied by 
SPICE Boys and Girl from Berlin explored Christmas 
markets of the city. Assuming that our readers know how 
workshop settings look we do not bore with that kind of 
photos – and show just a few impressions of the evening 
program.  
 

  

  And finally... 

This is the moment to thank all our members – especially those who have been active by providing information for 
publication, organizing workshops and meetings, and joining or assisting other members with projects and other forms 
of cooperation for their contributions to a living network. The newsletter only can provide some impressions – nothing 
compares with personal participation. 
Wishing you a great New Year 2012 we are looking forward to our upcoming joint activities 

           Heinz Fiedler & Larisa BrovarskaHeinz Fiedler & Larisa BrovarskaHeinz Fiedler & Larisa BrovarskaHeinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska 
  
SPICE Update is the newsletter of SPICE Group. In general this newsletter is published 4 -6  times per year and regularly d delivered for free of 
charge to members of the network as well as selected partners. Articles for publication are invited and will be published under the name of the 
author. Although we do our best for making sure that published information is correct we cannot accept responsibility for errors that may occur nor 
for the content of website links provided. Editor: Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group, Niedstr. 40, 12159 Berlin, Germany, Email update@spice-group.net 
 

 


